Safety and efficiency of ventricular pacing prevention with an
AAI-DDD changeover mode in patients with sinus node disease or
atrioventricular block: impact on battery longevity.
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Background & objective

- Several retrospective studies have demonstrated the
negative impact that unnecessary RV pacing can have on HF
symptoms and AF.

- The SafeR™ AAI-DDD mode was developed to minimize
RV pacing when possible. It has been successfully used in
clinical practice for several years as demonstrated by the
ANSWER randomized trial.

Objective: The ANSWER sub-study assesses the safety
and effectiveness of SafeR™ and the impact of ventricular
pacing (VP) prevention on anticipated device longevity and
replacement rate.

Methodology
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> ANSWER was a randomized controlled multicentre trial
assessing SafeR™ vs. standard DDD in SND or AVB patients.
After a 1-month run-in period, they were randomized (1:1)
and followed for 3 years.
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Conclusion

- SafeR™ is safe and effective in reducing VP in intermittent
AVB and in SND.

- The reduction of VP achieved with the SafeR™ pacing mode
translates into increased expected device longevity in
intermittent AVB and SND patients, along with a decrease in
the rate of anticipated device replacements.
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